
ance will help children do 
well in middle school, high 
school, college, and at 
work. 
What you can do: 
· Set a regular and consistent 
bed time and morning rou-
tine. 
· Lay out clothes and pack 
backpacks the night before 
to save time in the morn-
ings. 
· Don’t let your child stay 
home unless they are truly 
sick. Keep in mind com-
plaints of a stomachache or 
headache can be a sign of 
anxiety and not a reason to 
stay home. 
· If your child seems anxious 
about going to school, talk 
to teachers, the school coun-
selor, or other parents for 
advice on how to make the 
child feel comfortable and 
excited about learning. 
· Develop back up plans for 
getting to school if an emer-
gency arises. Call on a fami-
ly member, a neighbor, or 
another trusted parent. 
· Avoid medical appoint-
ments and extended trips 
when school is in session. 

This school year is off and 
running and fall is officially 
upon us, although it feels 
more like winter! I’ve had 
the opportunity to work 
with our students, do activi-
ties with them in the class-
room, and see them learn 
throughout the school. The 
energy each student brings 
with them every day is con-
tagious and outstanding to 
see.  Being able to visit each 
classroom and experience 
the amount of learning that 
is taking place every day has 
been fantastic to be a part 
of. As principal, there is 
nothing more important 
than making sure each stu-
dent is receiving a meaning-
ful and rigorous curriculum 
that not only challenges 
them, but encourages them. 
For these expectations to 
take place, your child’s at-
tendance is a must. Below 
are some interesting facts 
from reachoutandread.org 
about the importance of 
attendance and what you, as 
parents, can do to ensure 
your child is ready to attend 
school successfully. 
 

Did you know? 
· Starting in kindergarten, 

too many absences can cause 
children to fall behind in 
school. 
· Missing 10 percent (about 
18 days) can make it harder 
to learn to read and compre-

hend what the student reads. 
· Students can still fall be-
hind if they miss just a day 
or two days every few 
weeks. 
· Being late to school may 
lead to poor attendance. 
· Absences can affect the 
whole classroom if the 
teacher has to slow down 
learning to help children 
catch up from time missed. 
Attending school regularly 
helps children feel better 
about school and them-
selves. Start building this 
habit in preschool so they 
learn right away that going 
to school on time, every day 
is important. Good attend-

Off to school! 

A T T E N D A N C E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Welcome to all of 
our Forest Brook 
families!  The Princi-
pal’s Corner is a 
newsletter that will 
be published on the 
website quarterly.  It 
will provide you with 
pertinent information 
about our school.  As 
always, your feedback 
is important to us!  
Please don’t hesitate 
to contact the school 
with any questions or 
concerns.   
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Homework is an integral part 
of the school day and helps 
build the connection between 
home and school.  Together, 
families and teachers can help 
children develop good study 
habits and attitudes to become 
lifelong learners.   
Teaching and learning research 
indicates that children who 
spend more time on regularly 
assigned, meaningful home-
work, on average, do better in 
school, and that the academic 
benefits of homework increase 
as children move into the upper 
grades.  Please see the follow-
ing tips to help your child with 
his or her homework (taken 
from the U.S. Dept. of Educa-
tion and the National Education 
Association). 
 

 Make sure your child 
has a quiet, well-lit 
place to do homework. 
Avoid having your child do 
homework with the televi-
sion on or in places with 
other distractions, such as 
people coming and going. 

 Make sure the materi-
als your child needs, 
such as paper, pencils, 
etc. are available. 
Ask your child if special 
materials will be needed 
for some projects and get 
them in advance. 

 Help your child with 
time management. 
Establish a set time each 
day for doing homework. 
Don't let your child leave 
homework until just before 
bedtime. Think about us-

ing a weekend morning or 
afternoon for working on 
big projects, especially if 
the project involves get-
ting together with class-
mates. 

 Be positive about 
h o m e w o r k . 
Tell your child how im-
portant school is. The 
attitude you express about 
homework will be the 
attitude your child ac-
quires. 

 When your child does 
homework, you do 
h o m e w o r k . 
Show your child that the 
skills they are learning are 
related to things you do as 
an adult. If your child is 
reading, you read too. If 
your child is doing math, 
balance your checkbook. 

 When your child asks 
for help, provide 
guidance, not answers. 
Giving answers means 
your child will not learn 
the material. Too much 
help teaches your child 
that when the going gets 
rough, someone will do 
the work for him or her. 

 When the teacher asks 
that you play a role in 
homework, do it. 
Cooperate with the teach-
er. It shows your child that 
the school and home are a 
team. Follow the direc-
tions given by the teacher. 

 If homework is meant 
to be done by your 
child alone, let them 
work independently. 

Too much parent involve-
ment can prevent home-
work from having some 
positive effects. Home-
work is a great way for 
kids to develop independ-
ent, lifelong learning 
skills. 

 S t a y  i n f o r m e d . 
Talk with your child's 
teacher. Make sure you 
know the purpose of 
homework and what your 
child's class rules are. 

 Help your child figure 
out what is hard 
homework and what is 
e a s y  h o m e w o r k . 
Have your child do the 
hard work first. This will 
mean he will be most alert 
when facing the biggest 
challenges. Easy material 
will seem to go fast when 
fatigue begins to set in. 

 Watch your child for 
signs of failure and 
f r u s t r a t i o n . 
Let your child take a short 
break if she is having trou-
ble keeping his or her 
mind on an assignment. 

 Reward progress in 
h o m e w o r k . 
If your child has been suc-
cessful in homework com-
pletion and is working 
hard, celebrate that suc-
cess with a special event, 
(i.e., pizza, a walk, a trip 
to the library). 

H O M E W O R K  H E L P  

P a g e  2  

“You are never 

too old to set 

another goal, or 

to dream a new 

dream.” 

C.S. Lewis 

Halloween fun! 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  C o r n e r  



A: Ask questions. Before the con-
ference, jot down a list of questions 
you want the teacher to answer.  
Bring the list with you to the confer-
ence.  Here are the kinds of ques-
tions you may want to ask: 

 What skills will my child be 
expected to master this year? 

 What will my child learn this 
year? 

 What are my child’s strengths 
and weaknesses? 

 How does my child get along 
with other children in the class? 

 How can I best help my child be 
a successful learner? 
 
B: Be honest. You know things 
about your child that can help the 
teacher help him or her learn more, 
so share what you know.  The teach-
er will want to know his or her likes 
and dislikes, as well as if there are 
any problems or concerns.  If a 
grandparent has just died or a family 

member has lost a job, your child 
may be worrying about those things 
in school. 
 
C: Cooperate. A teacher may share 

a concern about your child during 

the conference.  If that happens, 

work with the teacher to come up 

with a plan to address it.  You and 

the teacher both want what’s best 

for you child.  Decide what you’ll do 

at home and how the teacher will 

help your child at school. Set a date 

and review how the plan is working.  

P a r e n t  T e a c h e r  c o n f e r e n c e s  
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“Be kind whenever possible.   

It is always possible.” 

Dalai Lama 

Do you know the ABC’s of parent-
teacher conferences?  Parent-teacher 
conferences can cause plenty of anxi-
ety in students, but they can rattle 
parents as well.  Please make sure 
you sign up for a report card confer-
ence with your child’s teacher on 
either Thursday, December 4th or 
Friday, December 5th.  The follow-
ing tips are designed to help parents 
get the most out of your parent-
teacher conference. 
 

2nd grade teachers after the ALS  
Ice Bucket Challenge 

LOST & FOUND 
 
The Lost & Found bins are overflowing with clothing, shoes and various 
other items.  If your child is missing an item, please send them to the 
cafeteria and/or stage to claim their belongings.   

Fire Prevention 2014 courtesy of the 
Hauppauge Fire Department 

NOTEWORTHY WEBSITE 
 

http://commoncore.org/parents 
 
This link will take you to a webpage with a library of print materials 
to support the math modules. The “tip sheets” are guides designed to 
provide parents with module-by-module guidance for supporting 
your child’s study of math. Terms such as number bonds and tape 
diagrams are explained with useful examples. 


